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Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization 

Talking Points 
 

In May 2021, the Supreme Court agreed to hear the case, Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 

Organization. The law involves a case in Mississippi that bans most abortions after the baby 

reaches 15 weeks. Jackson Women’s Health, the only abortion provider in the state of 

Mississippi, sued, saying that the law is in direct violation of Roe v. Wade. In response, 

Mississippi essentially asked the Supreme Court to overturn Roe v. Wade, and barring that, to at 

least allow states to limit pre-viability abortions. 

There are three potential outcomes of the Dobbs ruling: 

1. A major win: Roe is overturned in full, leaving abortion regulation to states. 

2. A partial overturn: Mississippi’s law is upheld; Roe is modified and upheld in part. 

3. A loss: Mississippi’s law is struck down; Roe is upheld in full. 

 

Topline Legal Messages for a Major Win 

• The Supreme Court’s overturning of the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision ends the federal 

constitutional protections of abortion rights.  

• The decision is a major victory for unborn children and their mothers. Lives are now 

being protected in Mississippi as a result of their life-saving law. Laws across the country 

should recognize that life is a human right. 

• The decision does not end abortion in America. 

• This decision means each state will decide which restrictions it will allow on abortion. 

• Some states will move toward banning abortion outright, while others will make abortion 

more accessible. 

• Lawmakers now have an opportunity to protect lives and ensure women and families are 

supported.  

• State lawmakers must ensure that unborn children and their mothers are protected from 

abortion, and that they receive the care and resources they need to flourish. 

• States can protect the lives of preborn children, and in doing so, also protect millions of 

women from the tragic consequences of abortion. 

• Fears about thousands of women dying from back-alley abortions should abortion laws 

return to the states have been proven to be unfounded. 

• The decision does not mean women will be jailed for abortion in the future.  

• The overwhelming majority of abortions (86% according to the CDC) take place in the 

context of non-marital relationships, where women lack the social and financial support 

of marriage.  
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Topline Pastoral Messages for a Major Win 

• Good laws are important, but they do not bring about cultural conversion. 

• Before a call to action, we need a call to conversion. What is Jesus Christ demanding of 

us? What are we prepared to do, as disciples of Jesus Christ, through our own prayer, 

labor and sacrifice, to build that culture of life, evangelization, conversion and 

discipleship? 

• Research (The Guttmacher Institute) shows that 75% of women seeking abortion were 

poor or low-income, and about six in 10 abortion-minded women already had a child. 

Economic fears — the inability to afford an additional child, the loss of work or ability to 

continue in school, or the need to fulfill existing family responsibilities or care for 

dependents — dominated the top reasons for seeking abortion. 

• Catholics need to pray and discern how to resolve the problems that drive vulnerable 

mothers to seek abortion. 

• We need parishes to be intentional about creating relationships that accompany, nourish 

and sustain life. 24% of those who seek abortion are Catholic. How can we create 

parishes where Catholic women in crisis know they can turn to their parish for help and 

wraparound support? The U.S. bishops have already provided specific guidance about 

how to accomplish this via the “Walking with Moms in Need” program. 

• The Roe era has ended, and the urgency of putting our discipleship into action for the 

gospel of life has never been greater. 

• Women do not need an abortion. They need the love and support of a community 

invested in their wellbeing and future. 

• Legal protection must be accompanied by more care for mothers and their children. The 

Church is redoubling efforts to accompany women and couples who are facing 

unexpected or difficult pregnancies, offering them love and compassionate care. 

• Through the years, the Church in the United States has developed many ministries to 

serve expected mothers who face difficult pregnancies and those who find it difficult 

to care for their children after they are born. 

o Over 150,000 low-income women deliver their babies at Catholic hospitals each 

year. 

o Church ministries like Catholic Charities, St. Vincent de Paul, serve women and 

their children long after they are born, offering comprehensive social services to 

those in need. 

o The Bethlehem House, Essential Pregnancy Services and Mater Filias bear 

witness to the beauty and dignity of every human life. Both welcome pregnant 

women and provide life-changing material and spiritual resources to women in 

crisis. 

o Another rapidly growing initiative is “Walking with Moms in Need,” sponsored 

by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). This parish-based 

https://www.guttmacher.org/article/2020/10/people-all-religions-use-birth-control-and-have-abortions
https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/
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offering helps parishioners connect with local mothers facing difficult or 

challenging pregnancies, identifying local resources and filling the gaps so that 

pregnant and parenting women receive the material, spiritual, and emotional 

support they need. 

• The Church continues to reach out to women and men who have been involved in an 

abortion and then find themselves in emotional and spiritual turmoil. Project Rachel 

Ministry offers confidential, compassionate help to women and omen after abortion. 

 

Topline Messages for Partial Overturn 

• The Supreme Court’s decision upholding Mississippi’s law is a step forward for women 

and their unborn children. But the Court should have overturned Roe. 

• The good news is that this decision will allow many state laws that protect unborn 

children and advance women’s health to go into effect. 

• More women and their unborn children are now being protected in Mississippi as a direct 

result of its life-saving law. 

• The Court’s failure to overturn Roe, however, means that its unconstitutional and 

arbitrary standard remains and that unborn children and their mothers are left unprotected 

earlier in pregnancy. 

Topline Pastoral Messages for Partial Overturn 

• See pastoral messages for Major Win 

 

Topline Messages for a Loss 

• The Court’s decision denies justice to the most vulnerable. 

• Countless unborn lives remain unprotected. 

• Women and unborn children deserve better. Both will continue to be victimized by an 

abortion industry bent on profiting at the cost of human suffering. Our laws should 

protect all innocent life and recognize that life is a human right. 

• The pro-life movement has marched and worked for 50 years to overturn Roe and protect 

women and unborn life, and it won’t stop now. 

Topline Pastoral Messages for a Loss 

• See pastoral messages for a Major Win 

 

 


